
Zoom Parent Drop In Meetings 
February 16th and 23rd  

Q & A 
 

Registration for current 9th graders/incoming 9th grade –  
Online registration form will be open March 1 – 19 (last day before Spring Break).  
The dates for most middle school virtual meetings are posted on the website and 
will take place the first two weeks of March.  We will have virtual Zoom meetings 
with the current 8th graders and show the registration video, answer questions, 
then they’ll complete the online registration form.  Students are welcome to 
complete the registration form with their parents at home if they choose.  
Academics are assigned based on current course, grades, and FSA scores.  The 
Academic Registration Guide can be found on our website under Course 
Registration Information.  On the form, students should carefully enter their 
information including their school email address, then choose their 5 
elective/academy choices.  When the online form is completed, students will 
receive a confirmation email to their school email entered on the form that will 
show the electives they chose.  Students can update/resubmit this form through 
March 19th and we’ll take the last dated submission.   We plan to provide a copy 
of all courses to the current 8th grade students at the end of the year.  That would 
be the best opportunity to request changes to those courses because schedule 
changes will be limited once schedule and class balancing is completed over the 
summer.   
 
How will we get our schedule and when?  Student schedules will be ready at 
orientation in the fall.  
 
How are you meeting with eLearning students? The eLearning students will be 
included with their middle schools.  They will receive the Zoom link and join the 
virtual meetings just like the other students on their middle school campuses.   
 
Will we get a list of electives before they have the chance to pick them at school 
in march so they can be prepared ahead of time?  The elective course 
descriptions will be posted to the website.  The Academy Promo video also 
describes elective courses.   
 



When you go to the middle schools, will only students zoned for GJ be able to 
attend the sessions?  Yes, only students zoned for GJHS and students with 
academy acceptances (if they’ve been released) will be included in the Zoom 
meetings at the middle schools.  Any potential GJ student can attend our Parent 
Tuesday meetings and complete the online registration form.   
 
Can parents request to be present for the virtual meeting with the students?  
Parents are not able to join the Zoom meetings that we are having with the 
middle schools, however we’re having these parent meetings ahead of time to 
make sure parents are informed and answer any questions.  Our next meeting will 
be on March 2nd 5:30 – 6:30pm.  We’ve also posted all the registration 
information on our website.   
 
When can private school students register?  Private school students can 
complete the online elective registration form now.  The Virtual Eagle Fest video  
and Academic Advising Guides are on the website.  Once this school year is 
completed, private school students will need to come enroll at GJ with their 
middle school records and address information in Student Services.  This 
enrollment will open June 7th.  Counselors will not be scheduling students until 
mid-summer, so all courses will still be available when enrolling the week of June 
7th.   
 
Students in private school now, how will academic classes be select for 9th 
grade since private schools don’t take the FSA?  Academics will be scheduled 
based on current courses and grades, plus the standardized test scores that were 
taken at the private school will be reviewed.   
 
When and how do Polk Virtual Students register?  Polk Virtual students will 
register the same as private schools.  The registration information is on the 
website and the online registration form can be completed now.  Parents can 
come to GJ to enroll starting June 7th.   
 
Is there a form or process for transferring to GJ for students who are zoned for a 
different school?  The academy transfer window occurred November – January.  
It will open again next year for a similar time period.  Those academy notifications 
should be posted in March and delivered through Parent Portal.  The controlled 



open enrollment takes place in April.  Information is on this lottery process is on 
the Polk County Public Schools website.   
 
What is the difference between honors class or AP? Advanced Placement 
courses are the highest, most rigorous courses available.  At the end of an AP 
course, students take the AP exam.  This exam is not calculated into their course 
grade but students can earn college credits in that subject for higher AP scores.  
AP courses receive a 1 point weight towards their GPA (ex: A=5pts).  Honors 
courses follow a college preparatory curriculum to prepare students for college 
courses or for AP courses.  Honors courses receive an additional .5 weight toward 
their GPA (ex: A-4.5 pts).   
 
What’s the difference between dual enrollment and Advanced Placement? 
What’s offered?  Advanced Placement curriculum is the most rigorous and 
standardized across the nation.   Colleges look at these courses favorably because 
they know that all students with that course on their transcript had a similar 
curriculum.  Students receive college credit by scoring a 3, 4, or 5 on the AP exam 
at the end of the school year (every college awards college credit differently for 
different scores, see the College Board website 
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/getting-credit-placement/search-policies).  
AP courses are offered in English, Math, and Social Studies for graduation 
requirements.  We also offer AP courses like Art History, Psychology, European 
History, 2D & 3D Art, Music Theory, Capstone & Seminar, Chemistry, Physics, 
Biology, Environmental Science, and Spanish.  Dual enrollment courses are college 
courses.  Students receive college credit based on completion of the course.  On 
our campus, we offer College English and Math, Digital Design, and Law academy 
electives.  Our students can also take college courses at Polk State that will count 
towards an AA degree.  Students are required to have an unweighted 3.0 GPA and 
college level test scores on the SAT, ACT, or PERT.    
 
If they cannot pick their core subjects, how can we make sure they get AP?  In 
9th grade, the only AP course available is AP Human Geography.  This course is 
scheduled based on the 8th grade social studies course, grades, and FSA scores.  
Students can also add a comment in the comments box if they would like to be 
scheduled into the AP course if they meet the test score and grade requirements.   
 

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/getting-credit-placement/search-policies


If student took all honors in 8th grade, would they be placed in honors for 9th 
grade?  Most likely yes.  Students are scheduled in academic courses based on 
their current 8th grade classes, grades, and FSA scores.   
 
The eLearning was not the same as in person classes, plus with quarantine for 
many campus learners, 2020 is not an accurate reflection of a student's 
potential performance in high school.  How will the reflect in academic 
placement?  We review all of a student’s middle school records as a whole 
looking at 6th grade test scores and grades in 6th and 7th grade courses.  We 
definitely understand the difficulties of the close of the 2020 school year along 
with this year and will schedule academics with this knowledge.  The comments 
box would be a good place to include outstanding concerns on academic 
placement.  
 
Will a student in an Academy still get advanced placement if they qualify based 
on grades and scores?  Academy students are scheduled into academic courses in 
the same way all students are scheduled into academics courses.  The academic 
courses take priority over academy courses.  These academic courses are 
scheduled based on current courses, grades, and FSA scores.   
 
What is Hope? HOPE stands for Health Opportunities in Physical Education.  This 
course satisfies the PE credit required for graduation along with the online 
requirement.   
 
When can students sign up for a summer online class? Can they take a class 
other than HOPE?  Current 8th grade students can sign up to take HOPE while they 
are still in 8th grade, then indicate their ‘start date’ is in the summer.  That course 
is approved by the middle school counselor prior to the end of the school year.  
Another recommended course is Driver’s Ed.  We don’t recommend taking 
academic courses like English and Math online out of the recommended course 
progression.  
 
Can students waive the PE/HOPE requirement by participating in sports outside 
of school like AAU or competitive soccer?  No, nothing done outside of the high 
school will waive the PE/HOPE requirements.  Students who participate in two 
seasons of a high school sport (GJHS sports teams) can waive the PE/HOPE 



requirement.  Also, two years of ROTC will waive the PE/HOPE requirement.  One 
season of marching band will waive half of the PE requirement, then these 
students can take Personal Fitness online to complete the full PE/HOPE and online 
requirement.   
 
If you are in an academy, will those (academy classes) be all of your elective 
classes?  GJ students take 7 classes per year in their GJ schedule.  Most students 
have room for 3 electives in their schedule depending on FSA scores and the need 
to take Intensive Reading/Math and other courses like HOPE.  Most students will 
also want to take foreign language.  For academies, students will need to take one 
elective in that academy each year.   
 
Can a student take courses in two academies?  Yes, students can take courses 
and even complete two different academies.  They just use their elective spaces in 
their schedule for their two academy courses. With 7 classes per year, most 
students have room for 3 electives depending on the need to take Intensive 
Reading/Math and other requirements like HOPE.   
 
What will happen if the student is not currently in an Academy in their middle 
school?  Students are able to start fresh in any of our academies in 9th grade.   
 
Do they have all classes in 1 day or are they block?  Previously, we had a 
modified block schedule where our students attended all 7 classes 3 days of the 
week, then one block odd day, and one block even day.  This optimized class time 
with more class meetings and still allowed for extended periods for science labs 
and longer tests.  With this year’s circumstances, our classes were all block 
schedule days with odd and even days and students attending 4 classes per day 
with longer class periods.  Next year’s scheduling model has not been 
determined.   


