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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  School District Superintendents 
 
FROM: Hershel Lyons 
 
DATE: August 7, 2015 
  
SUBJECT: Statewide Observance of Dads Take Your Child to School Day 
 
The Florida Department of Education (FDOE) is proud to announce a new initiative that 
encourages fathers to become more involved in the education of their children as a means of 
increasing student achievement. This statewide observance of Dads Take Your Child to School 
Day will take place on Wednesday, September 30, 2015. The FDOE encourages all elementary 
schools throughout the state to participate in this campaign by inviting fathers, stepfathers, 
grandfathers, uncles, brothers, foster fathers and other significant role models to take their 
children to school. 
 
More than 30 years of research has supported the belief that a positive relationship exists 
between increased family engagement and student academic success. Research into the impact of 
the father’s role in a child’s academic development suggests that when fathers are actively 
involved in their child’s education, students perform better academically, have fewer discipline 
problems and become more responsible adults. (Findings1) 

 
We are ever mindful of the vital role that mothers play in the lives of their children. In fact, 
mothers are often the parent most involved in their children’s educational lives. Dads Take Your 
Child to School Day is a wonderful opportunity to encourage men to get more involved in their 
children’s education. The intent of the observance is to highlight the significant difference 
fathers can make by taking a more active role in their children’s educational experiences. 
 
To help your district’s schools promote and prepare for Dads Take Your Child to School Day, 
we have developed a toolkit that may be used to guide your efforts. The toolkit is available at 
http://www.fldoe.org/schools/family-community/activities-programs/parental-involvement.stml. 
 
If more information is needed, or if you have any questions, please contact Hope Williams by 
phone at 850-245-0847 or via email at Hope.Williams@fldoe.org. 
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1A Call to Commitment: Fathers’ Involvement in Children’s Learning. (2000, June 1).  
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