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Dear 2021-2022 A.P. Literature and Composition Students,  
 
I look forward to working with you and diving deeper into the wonderful world of poetry, prose, and plays. This 
class will focus on poetic and literary devices, in-depth literary analysis, A.P. Exam practice, and an abundance 
of reading and writing. 
 
Your first assignment should be completed over the summer.  There are two parts to your assignment.   
 

1. Read The Lord of the Flies by William Golding.  A brief description of the novel – At the dawn of the 
next world war, a plane crashes on an uncharted island, stranding a group of schoolboys. At first, with 
no adult supervision, their freedom is something to celebrate. This far from civilization they can do 
anything they want. Anything. But as order collapses, as strange howls echo in the night, as terror begins 
its reign, the hope of adventure seems as far removed from reality as the hope of being rescued. 
(Amazon.com) 

2. Use the topic that corresponds with the first letter of your last name.   
Lord of the Flies Topics   
A-F -- Civilization v Savagery   G-L - - Loss of innocence  
M-R - Nature of Good v Nature of Evil  S-Z – Conformity 

• Create a theme statement on your topic.  
• How do you create a theme statement?  After you finish reading Lord of the Flies ask yourself, 

“What does William Golding believe about this topic?”  Your answer is your theme.  
• Then, list evidence and explain (commentary) at LEAST 5 examples of your theme from the 

novel.  Use text evidence (summary of events or direct quotes are acceptable – a mix of both is 
preferred). Make sure to include page numbers in parenthesis after a direct quote. 

• This should NOT be a draft.   Show me your best writing and deep thinking in your response. 
Please type in Times New Roman (size 12) font. 

• See example on next page.  

A note about academic integrity: Academic integrity means honesty and responsibility in scholarship. Academic 
assignments exist to help you learn; grades exist to show how fully this goal is attained. Therefore, all work and 
all grades should result from your own understanding and effort. No two assignments should be the same.  All 
plagiarized assignments will earn a 0 with no chance of redoing the work.  
 
This assignment will be due no later than Tuesday, September 7 (I will happily take it before then). This will 
be a highly rigorous course, but we will have fun tackling the content together.  Feel free to email me with any 
questions you have about the assignment.  Have a wonderful summer! 
 
 
Mrs. McDermott 
Rebecca.mcdermott@polk-fl.net 
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I have created a sample using The Things They Carried (O’Brien) which many of you read last year in AP 
Lang.  Please use this format for your work on The Lord of the Flies (Golding). 
 
Text:  The Things They Carried (O’Brien) 
Topic:  Vietnam War 
Theme Statement:  The Vietnam War changed everyone who experienced it. 
 

• Mary Ann Bell changes from a sweet 17-year-old girl from Ohio into a savage “Greenie” with a 
necklace of tongues.  She arrives in Vietnam focused on her boyfriend.  They “stuck together like a pair 
of high school steadies” (90).  She falls in love with the country and out of love with the boyfriend. “She 
did not pause at Fossie’s bunker.  She cradled her weapon and moved swiftly to the Special Forces 
hootch and followed the others inside” (101). She joins the Green Berets on their nightly ambushes.  She 
disappears into the countryside and is not seen again. 

• Norman Bowker experiences severe PTSD after the war.  He feels like he disappointed his father by not 
earning the Silver Star.  He feels like he let Kiowa down by not holding onto his boot when he goes 
under the “muck.”  These memories torment him and lead to hours driving around the lake, feelings of 
isolation, and his eventual suicide at the YMCA. “Eight months later he hanged himself” (154) 

• Rat Kiley (Alpha Company’s medic) tortures a baby water buffalo to deal with his grief over Curt 
Lemon’s death.  He later begins to see horrible visions that drive him insane.  He ends up shooting his 
own foot to leave the war. “Rat Kiley finally hit a wall. He couldn’t sleep during the daylight hours; he 
couldn’t cope with the nights” (210-211). 

• Azar, the most unlikeable member of Alpha Company (his actions include making fun of a Vietnamese 
girl who has lost her family and home and blowing up a puppy) stops the “jokes” when the soldiers find 
Kiowa’s body.  “Those dumb jokes – I didn’t mean anything…when I saw the guy, it made me feel – I 
don’t know – like he was listening” (168).  Death finally becomes real to him.  

• Tim O’Brien is forever changed after killing the Vietnamese man in “The Man I Killed.”  He is fixated 
on the “star shaped hole” where the eye used to be (120).  He lies to his daughter when she asks if he has 
ever killed anyone.  He is not the same person he was “On the Rainy River” where he struggled between 
his conscience and his country and decided to go to war. 

 


