
AP Language and Composition  Name: _____________________________ 
Summer 2021 

AP Language and Composition Summer Reading 2021-2022 

Mrs. Erin Rifkin: Erin.rifkin@polk-fl.net, Room 19128 

Ms. Jennifer Canady: Jennifer.canady01@polk-fl.net, Room 3213 

Course Description: Welcome to AP Lang! This college level course is geared towards helping 
you grow as a analytical and rhetorical reader and writer. We will be focusing on the end of the 
year AP Language and Composition exam but practicing strategies that will help you in your 
Junior year and beyond. This assignment must be completed by Tuesday, September 7th (the day 
after Labor Day). You will be completing assignments and assessments associated with this 
summer work so this is a great opportunity to work on those organizational skills you will need 
for class. 

Your summer assignment is as follows: 

Select and read a memoir of your choice with no less than 250 pages. The public library is a 
fantastic resource! You can get a library card (for free) and ask them for a pin number. This 
allows you to order books by mail and have them send to you free of charge. If you need to 
borrow a book from me, see information below. 

• Memoirs to consider: The Glass Castle by Jennette Walls, Educated by Tara 
Westover, Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance, Brain on Fire by Susannah Cahalan, 
Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson, On Writing by Stephen King, Hunger by 
Roxanne Gay, I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai, and Born a Crime by Trevor 
Noah. This is by no means an extensive list and there are many more out there 
worthy of your time. I have copies of On Writing by Stephen King and Into the 
Wild by Jon Krakauer in my room which you are welcome to check out from me 
if the library or bookstore is not an option for you. 

• Complete a Nonfiction Data Sheet for the book (attached). Fill it out completely.  
• Complete a SPACECAT document for the book (attached). Fill it out completely.  
• Again, you will have assignments on the memoir you choose so skipping the 

summer reading will lead to a zero in the gradebook for the summer assignment 
and an inability to complete the assignments after Labor Day that go with your 
reading. 

• If you purchase a memoir, you will have the opportunity to donate your copy of 
the book to the English department following the unit for some extra credit points. 

Please feel free to email or stop by my room (3213) if you have any questions. I am looking 
forward to working with you in the Fall and helping you be successful in your goals for AP 
Language and Composition. 

As said above, if you are needing to borrow a book for the summer, stop by my room. I will 
assume if I do not hear from you, this will not be an issue when we return. I will also leave 
copies of the books in the guidance department office if you need one during the summer.  
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Title of Book: ____________________________________________________________ 

Author: ________________________________________________________________ 

Date of Publication: ______________________________________________________ 

Genre: _________________________________________________________________ 

Appeals and Tone 

Appeals (How does the author appeal to the reader’s sense of emotion? Which emotions are they 
appealing to? Is it effective? How does the author appeal to the reader’s sense of logic? How does 
the author use their credibility to appeal to the reader? 

 

 

 

Tone (What is the overall tone, or attitude, of the author about the subject? How do you know? 
Does the tone shift? If so, where) 

Diction Practice (feel free to use another sheet of paper for more room): Select AT LEAST 10 
quotes from the book which elicit provoking or emotional diction (word choice). Identify the words 
in the sentence which stand out to you and explain their impact on the reader. What is the 
author’s expected emotional response by using the words? Is the diction effective? Why or why 
not? 

Quotation with Page Number   Impact and Explanation 

1.   
2.   
3.   
4.   
5.   
6.   
7.   
8.   
9.   
10.   
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S 

SPEAKER:   
Who is the speaker/writer? What do we know about 
them? What can you tell or what do you know about 
the speaker that helps you understand the point of 
view expressed?  

 

P 

PURPOSE:   
What is the speaker/writer hoping to accomplish? 
What is the reason behind this piece? What do they 
want the audience to do after having listened?  

 

A 

AUDIENCE:   
Who is the speaker/writer trying to reach? How do we 
know? Do they indicate a specific audience? What 
assumptions exist in the text about the intended 
audience? 

 

C 

CONTEXT:   
What is the time and place of this piece? What is 
happening in the world as it relates to the subject of 
the speech or the speaker/writer?  

 

E 

EXIGENCE:   
What was the spark or catalyst that moved the 
speaker/writer to act/write? How did that event impact 
the speaker/writer?   

 

C 

CHOICES:   
What are the rhetorical choices that the speaker/writer 
makes in the speech? Think about overall structure, 
devices, diction, syntax, etc.   
  

 

A 

APPEALS:   
Which of the three rhetorical appeals (ethos, logos, 
pathos) are present in the  
text? Where? Why?   
  

 

T 

TONE:   
What is the speaker/authors attitude toward the 
subject? Is the tone the same throughout the whole 
piece? Where does it  
shift? What evidence is there to demonstrate the 
tone?  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